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FAQ 23
23.1
Q: | have just read the new CSI chapter printed in 2006 and my question has to do
with “Mr. Barnes” and the “Unidentified Man” in the strip-photo. | want to be clear on this
point. Are you saying the man you interviewed is th e same man in the photo, and he is not
“Mr. Barnes” or “Ed Burns”? Does LAPD know this? Does Larry Harnisch know this?

That is correct. The strip photograph shown below as “Exhibit 83" which the hotel managers, Mr.
& Mrs. Johnson are looking at IS NOT “MR. BARNES”-- THE PERSON THEY IDENTIFIED AS
CHECKING IN WITH ELIZABETH SHORT AT THEIR HOTEL ON 1/12/47, THREE DAYS
BEFORE HER MURDER. [The separate photograph identified by the Johnson’s, who they
informed the press was “a man connected to a foreign government”,[which | maintain was most
probably the photograph of George Hodel, standing between two Chinese officers] has
“disappeared” from LAPD files along with the Johnson’s original statements and written

interview.

The name of the man in the strip photograph is also, NOT --“Ed Burns”, To my knowledge the
name Ed Burns has never had any official connection with the Elizabeth Short, Black Dahlia
investigation. | believe this name emerged from independent speculations made by an
anonymous writer presenting his own separate theory.

In 2004, | conducted a follow-up investigation and positively identified the young man seen in the
strip photograph [Exhibit 83] and interviewed him. To protect his privacy, | gave him the fictitious
name of “Gerald Moss”. At the time of my interview he was 83-years-old. He is NOT “MR.
BARNES”". LAPD has known this man’s true identity since 1947, when they originally eliminated
him as a suspect, after establishing he had never been to Los Angeles. Their interview, like mine
some sixty-years later, established that he met Elizabeth Short in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1946,
which is where and when the strip photo seen being held by the Johnson’s--was taken. The
Johnson's are only identifying Elizabeth Short from this photograph, and NOT THE
UNIDENTIFIED MAN. [explained in chapter excerpt below]

Yes, LAPD detective Brian Carr knew the truth of this, and | would assume he likely informed his
good friend, Larry Harnisch. [The Brian Carr-Larry Harnisch partnership goes back to at least
2001 when Carr tacitly endorsed Harnisch’s theory in the James Ellroy documentary, FEAST OF
DEATH. This endorsement came two years BEFORE my book was published.]

| expect both Carr and Harnisch knew the truth and real identity of “Gerald Moss”, probably as
early as 1997. What were their reasons for keeping this knowledge from the public? | suggest
you ask them.

Below are pages 536-540 from the new chapter of BDA that address and explain the facts
surrounding both the “Mr. Barnes” Washington Blvd Hotel, and “The Unidentified Man” [now
identified as “Gerald Moss”"] along with his personal account to me of how he met, had dinner
with, and obtained the photographs taken of he and Elizabeth Short in Indianapolis, Indiana.
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Street Receiving Hospital. She was dead in less than an hour. In the
transeripts, with his perfect photographic memory, he even recalls the
exact ime of death: “Expired at 12:39.” Rules required the hospital staff
t call the coroner’s office as soon as practical after death, Georgia
Street Receiving staff called the coroner at 12:45 .00, only six minutes
after ber death.

In his 1950 canfession to his crime, my father nor only admits his
guilt in overdosing” Ruth Spaulding, but also connects himself to the
murder of Elizabeth Short. The meaning of “Supposin’ I did kill the
Black Dahliah. They couldn’t prove it now. They can't talk to my
Secretary anymore because she’s dead” now becomes clear. Had he
not overdosed Ruth Spaulding, she would have been alive some
twenty months later, and available as someone the police wondd ralk
ro: a living witness (and as a woman scorned, very willing) who would
not only reveal that George Hodel and Elizabeth Short were dating,
but possibly also reveal their patient-doctor relationship,

Washington Boulevard Hotel and “Mr. Barnes”

In an earlier chaprer,' Iidentified two key witnesses and a specific loca-
tion as playing an important role in the Black Dahlia murderin the crit-
ical first days of the investigation: Mr. and Mrs, Johnson, the owners
of a downtown Los Angeles hotel at 300 East Washington Boulevard.
As noted, on January 12, 1947 (three days before Elizabeth Shorts body
was found), they positively identified Elizabeth as checking into their
hotel with a man claiming to be her hushand. Using the name “Mr.
Barnes,” he informed the Johnsons that “he and his wife were from
Hollywood.” Check-in was the only time they saw Elizabeth. Flowever,
“Mr. Barnes” returned three days later, January 15, the morning that
her body was discovered. Mr. Johnson made a joking remark to *Mr.

* This 1945 suspecred overdosing of Ruth Spaulding by George Hodel is the firse
of three to be identified and documented in this investigation, The secand was also a
palice-reported drugging of his girlfriend Lillian Lenorak in 1950, The third was the
knockout drug given to his fourteen-year-old granddaughter Deborah at a Beverly Hills
hotel in 1969, where he 100k her to his roam o “recover” and then undressed the
unconseious girl and ok <alacious nude photographs while she slepr.

1 Chapter 12, pages 158-159.
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Barnes” that “he hadn't seen him in several days, and he thought he
must be dead,” whereupon the man immediately became agitated and
nervous and fled. The Johnsons were shown photographs taken from
the victim’s luggage and positively identified both the victim and a sep-
arate male photo as being “Mr. Barnes.” (The Johnsons would later
inform the press that the man they had identified “was connected to a
foreign government.”)

In their competitive rush for a scoop, the L.A. newspapers initially
created some confusion over the Johnsons’ photo identifications.

In exhibit 83 we see the Los Angeles Examiner headlining the story
on January 22, 1947. Page 2 shows the Johnsons holding and viewing

Exbibit 83
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