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FAQ 39
(April 9, 2007)

39.1
Do you have any photographs taken at the Valenti  ne St. House and when
did you move from there to the Franklin House?

| believe dad bought the Franklin House in 1945, before going to China. My
grandparents resided there during his absence. I'm not sure what month we
moved into that residence?

Below is a photo taken in December, 1942. It shows mother, holding my brother
Kelvin, who is just a month old. | am standing next to them, on the railing. While,
not absolutely positive, | believe this snapshot was taken at the Valentine St.
House, with a view looking toward the northeast.

Dorothy Steve and Kelvin Hodel at the Valentine St. House 1942

(A friend of mine upon seeing this photograph, commented, “Dorero looks like a gun mall.
Sort of a Bonnie to George Hodel's Clyde.” | have to admit, he does have a point there,
but her two cherub-like sons do tend to soften the theme.)
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Below diagram shows 1942 distance (1.5 miles) betwe en the Hodel Valentine house
in the Silverlake District, and Fred Sexton’s resid  ence in Echo Park. Our future
Franklin House residence (1945-1950) is approximate ly three miles to the west, in
the Los Feliz District.
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39.2

Q: What ever happened to the woman that rode with O  fficer Mary Unkefer, Lillian
Lenorak and Joe Barrett to Santa Barbara? Was she a  girlfriend of your father's?

Her name was Karoun Tootikian. | don’t know what her relationship to my father was? We
do know from Officer Mary Unkefer’s letter that Tootikian was called to the Franklin House
by George Hodel on the night of Lillian’s drugging and staged “attempt suicide.” In
searching records | discovered an interesting article printed in the L.A. Times one-year prior
to the Franklin House/Lenorak/Unkefer incident. The article (below) connects both Karoun
and Lillian as dancers at the Ruth St. Denis studio, and in January1949 showed that all
three dancers performed together at the Wilshire Ebell theatre in Hollywood. Itis
interesting to note that after Ruth St. Denis’ death in the 1960s, Karoun Tootikian became
an administrator of the St. Denis dance Studio and also established her own Armenian
Ballet Group.
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Below article, written by Karoun Tootikian, appeare  din the L.A. Times as a “Legacy” to
Karoun’s mentor, St. Denis. In 1968, twenty-years a  fter the Lillian Lenorak/George
Hodel/Mary Unkefer incident at the Franklin House, Tootikian’s own bio by then was:
“dancer, choreographer, and former Head of the Ruth St. Denis Oriental Dance
Department.”

(*Author Note- In my 1999 interview with Fred Sex ton’s daughter, (who | refer to as “Mary
Moe”- pg. 221) she gave the following response to m vy inquiry asking her if she recalled the
name of one of dad’s girlfriends who overdosed?

“I think that the person you are talking about was your dad’s office
manager at the First Street Clinic. I'm_not sure of her name , but it might
have been Ruth Dennis_.”

Based on what we now know, | would suggest that Sex  ton’s daughter, a teenager at the
time of her visits to the Franklin House, admitted| y unsure of the secretary’s last name,
simply confused and combined the two names; -RUTH S  PAULDING and RUTH ST. DENIS.
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On Thu, 17 Apr 2003 16:38:23 -0500, Baidh Stidean
i.am.me.as.you.are...@the-walrus.com> wrote:

Well, I'm not a 'bot and that's about the only other thing that

posts to Usenet on a regular basis besides a human. | have no agenda
here, I'm just a Black Dahlia buff and occasional researcher/writer

who stopped back in to see what the take was on the new "Black Dahlia
Avenger" book.

Do you remember that strange lady who used to post here who claimed
that her father was the Black Dahlia killer? She also claimed she was
raped by Walt Disney and Gene Autry. Her name began with a J...
Janice, that's it. Janice Knowlton. She and another poster here wrote

a book about it.

Michael Newton. He also wrote the book "Hunting Humans", a
compendium on serial killers, amongst others. | mentioned in another
thread earlier this week that | have more than a passing familiarity
with her and her theory on the Dahlia case. | wasn't posting here
when she was - if memory serves, she did not have a computer when |
was corresponding with her in the mid-1990's as part of my own
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research. Oddly enough, it was Janice Knowlton that began bring the
name of George Hodel - the "suspect” of "Black Dahlia Avenger" back
into the limelight with her posts in a.t-c in 1999. I'm pretty sure

she had mentioned him to me in a phone conversation back in '96,
saying she found the name while looking for references to "George" in
her own investigation. I'd have to dig out all my notes and review

them, but when | heard the name of George Hodel WRT this new book, I
knew | had heard it before.

Janice Knowlton’s book was published in August 1995. In it, there is no mention of a “Dr. George
Hill Hodel.” However, she does reference her research in discovering the newspaper articles
where five separate witnesses, all acquaintances of Elizabeth Short, were interviewed in 1947.

These five friends all informed LAPD that Elizabeth, “had a boyfriend named ‘GEORGE.’
(Obviously, the public documenting of this name was key to help reinforce Janice’s belief that her
father, “George” was the killer.)

Since we now know that Tamar Hodel was not Janice’s original source on the name George
Hodel, in my opinion, it would seem highly likely that her original source was the same as mine--
THE FRONT PAGES OF THE LOS ANGELES NEWSPAPERS.

This information, the public accusation of Dr. George Hodel being the Black Dahlia suspect was
documented by me in BDA. (Pages 95-96.)

The morning headline of the LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS on 12/17/49 read:

“GIRL ACCUSED OF TRYING TO PIN DAHLIA MURDER ON DAD "~

The morning headline of the LOS ANGELES MIRROR on the same date, read:
“GIRL’S STORY IS FANTASY COURT HEARS”

Both articles go on to describe court testimony between George Hodel's defense attorney, Robert
Neeb Jr., in his cross examination of Tamar during the incest trial. Here is Neeb’s verbatim
guote as it appeared in the DAILY NEWS article of 1949:

Tamar, do you recall a conversation you had with a roommate at the
Franklin House by the name of Joe Barrett? And do you recall, in that
conversation, making the following statement to him: “This house has
secret passages. My father is the murderer of the Black Dahlia. My father
is going to kill me and all the rest of the members of this household
because he has a lust for blood. He is insane”?
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