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LOS ANGELES
DISTRICT ATTORNLEY

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

HODEL-BLACK DAHLIA CASE FILE

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE TRANSCRIPTS OF
GEORGE HILL HODEL M.D.

DA Case No. 30-1268

Title- Elizabeth Short

Suspect: Dr. George Hill Hodel
Inv. Assigned: Lt. Frank Jemison
Charge: Murder

Case: ACTIVE

The attached fifteen page summary was prepared by retired LAPD Homicide
detective Steve Hodel. It contains the verbatim statements and entries of both
DA and LAPD detectives as found in the original 1950 DA Case File.

The statements and admissions made by Dr George Hill Hodel are also verbatim,
taken from the original pages of the DA’s transcription of the secret wire
recordings. The original tape recorded bugging of the Hodel residence was
conducted by a joint DA/LAPD taskforce of 18 detectives. The stakeout was
ongeoing 24/7 for over five-weeks from Feb. 15, 1950- March 27, 1950, (1872
man hours) and terminated only because Dr. Hodel fled the country. By that time
detectives had recorded over 40 wire spools of his personal conversations. The
DA's original summary resulted in 147 pages of transcription. In the pages that
follow | have kept the original 38-day timeline intact, and included those
statements relevant to criminal activity, payoffs to law enforcement, and the
Black Dahlia murder investigation.

2006 © Steve Hodel



D.A./LAPD Electronic Surveillance of Dr. George Hodel-1950

On February 18, 1950, Dr. George Hodel became the Los Angeles D.A. investigators "prime suspect.” Detectives from
both the D.A. and LAPD surreptitiously entered Dr. Hodel's Hollywood mansion and installed two live microphones
inside the walls; one near the master bedroom, the other in the library area. Phone lines were run from the
residence to the basement of the Hollywood Police Station, just 2 miles away. Eighteen [18) detectives, assigned to
separate four-hour shifts, monitored Dr. Hodel's conversations (live not phone) 24,7, for the next forty-days. On
March 28, 1950, George Hodel unexpectedly fled the country, forcing the DA/ LAPD surveillance teams to end their
joint "stakeout.”

L

Franklin House 5121 Franklin Ave 1950

[ L. A.P.D. Hwd Police Station circa 1950 |




Electronic Surveillance installed Hodel residence on 2/15/50

D.A. Hodel/Black Dahlia File
"Investigator's Progress Report"

The handwritten report (left) is a copy of the one found in
the D.A. Hodel file. All spellings and punctuation are as
they appear in the original. Document reads:

Case No. 30-1268 Date: 2/27/50

Title: Short, Eliz.

Suspects: Dr.Geo. Hill Inv. Assigned Jemison

Charge: Murder

THIS CASE IS: ACTIVE

BRIEF STATEMENT AS TO RESULTS TO DATE: (indicate
present status if being brought to trial at this time)

"On Feb. 15, 1950 the undersigned investigator, working
with Sgts Stanton & Guinnis from the LAPD crime lab,
installed two microfones in the home of Dr.Geo. Hodel
The microfones were connected to a wire recorder locate
in the basement of the Hollywood Station of theLAPD thru
telefone lines leased from the Pac. Tel. & Tel. Co. Trouble
was experienced with both the equipment installed in
Hodel's home and with thetelefone lines. This trouble was
not rectified untilapprox 2:00, Feb. 18. No intelligible
conversation was heard over the system until that time."
Signed--David E.Bronson




DA/LAPD MICROPHONE INSTALLATION LOCATIONS

Two microphone (M) "bugs” installad in main level walls of

Dr. Hodel's residence. Based on surveillance transcripts we know they were in tha
West Library, and Master Bedroom. Because of its placement. the bug in George
Hodel's bedroom was able to pick-up and record the Feb. 18 assault and possible
murder overheard in the basement. Below floor plan diagrams basement which
was located directly below the Master bedroom.
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